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The new directives of the SEDCentral Committes concerning the
"Jusendweihe" (anti-Christian substitute for the Protestant and
Catholic cenfirmation) were transmitted orally by the SED

Kreis Headquarters in Dresden to secretaries of Dresden SED schools
on 10 November 1954. Accordin to these directives, at least 80
percent of all children are to receive this Jugendweike. Children
of SED members will not be allowed to receive the confirmation.
Even convinced SED members were surprised at the rigidity of

this order. It was also announced that instructions preparing the
children for Christian confirmation will henceforth not be allowed

in public school rooms. .

Preparations for the Jugendweihe will begin in Pebruary 1955.
Two lessons per week are *o be held. The 208t important feature
of this training is the instruction on the development of human
society. The curriculum for this type of instruction has not yeot
been worked out in detail. At the saua time, 3ED secretaries are
supposed to promote the idea of German unity and to refrain from
any open gnti-church activities.
25X1
Compent. The present report agrees vith previous information,
according to which in spite of official declarations to the
contrary, anti-church activities in the GDR have been increased

considerably. 25X1
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1. The new directives of the SEDCentral Committee concerning the 25X1
"Jugendweihe” (anti-Christian substitute for the Protestant and
Catholic confirmation) were transmitted orally by the SED
Kreis Headquarters in Dresden to seoretaries of Dresden SED schools
on 10 November 1954. According to these directives, at least 80
percent of all children are to receive this Jugendweihe. Children
of SED members will not be allowed to receive the confirmation.
Even convinced SED members were surprised at the rigidity of
this order. It was also announced that instructions preparing the
children for Christian confirmation will henceforth not be allowed
in public school rooms.

2. Preparations for the Jugendweihe will begin in February 1955.
Two lessons per week are to be held. The most important feature
of this training is the inatruction on the development of human
society. The curriculum for this type of instruction has not yet
been worked out in detail. At the same time, SED secretaries are
supposed to promote the idea of German unity and to refrain from
any open anti-church activities.

mment. The present report agrees with prexious information, 25X1
according to which in spite kof official declarations to the
contrary, anti-church activities in the GDR have been increased

considerably.
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